
For Immediate Release

Media Contact:
Crystal Berry

crystal@25comm.com
660-988-2490

Governor Justice Allocates Funds to Expand Nursing Program at
BridgeValley Community and Technical College

(South Charleston, WV) On Tuesday, West Virginia Governor Jim Justice announced
new funding will be provided to improve education, retention, and recruitment for nursing
programs at three state schools, including BridgeValley Community and Technical College
(BVCTC). 

Governor Justice said he will be using $48 million dollars from federal CARES Act money
to help alleviate staffing shortages at the state’s hospitals through an aggressive new
program to recruit and train more qualified nurses in the state of West Virginia. The funds
will be distributed by the Higher Education Policy Commission between BridgeValley
Community and Technical College to expand its current nursing program, and Concord
University and Glenville State College for the purpose of starting nursing programs at the
institutions.  

“Nursing education is a cornerstone program at our college,” said Dr. Casey Sacks,
BVCTC President. “We are thrilled to be a part of this initiative; in the past 30 years, we
have already graduated more than 1,000 nurses employed in the region. BridgeValley is
positioned to make the most of these grant dollars, by expanding an already outstanding
program.”

As West Virginia continues to face nursing shortages, with 1,700 nurses choosing not to
renew their licenses in 2020 - 68 percent of which said they were too tired to keep
working, and the number of COVID related hospitalizations continues to rise, the governor
hopes the funding used to train and teach new nurses will help reverse the shortage. The
significant investment demonstrates Justice’s commitment to providing quality nurses
throughout West Virginia.

###

About BridgeValley Community and Technical College 

http://www.bridgevalley.edu


BridgeValley Community and Technical College promotes student success, prepares a
skilled workforce, and builds tomorrow's leaders by providing access to quality higher
education. BridgeValley Community and Technical College will be the college of
opportunity for a diverse learner population, offering leading-edge technology, innovative
ideas, and dynamic service to our students and our communities. BridgeValley Community
and Technical College was founded on March 20, 2014, and serves a seven-county region
including Fayette, Kanawha, Clay, Putnam, Cabell, Mason, and Wayne counties. The
college operates two campuses in Montgomery and South Charleston, along with the
addition of the Advanced Technology Center. BridgeValley Community and Technical
College is a public institution of higher education independently accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Schools and Colleges and a
member of the Community and Technical College System of West Virginia.


