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DECLARATION #1: While in the Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program, you will require significant financial support. 

Diagnostic Medical Sonography Students are routinely assigned clinical activities at hospitals or clinics removed from the campus.  You 

will need to provide transportation for such assignments. The number of laboratory and clinical hours make it difficult for a student to 

work while enrolled in the program. Working while enrolled in the program is going to put a strain on your ability to study for your 

courses. We strongly suggest that you do not work in order to be successful in your course work. Though most of the classes and 

clinical work is scheduled during the day hours, there may be an occasional assignment in the evening, on Saturdays or on Sundays. We 

strongly recommend you plan ahead financially for the duration of your program. 
 

 
 

DECLARATION #2: Upon receiving accreditation, students successfully completing the sonography program are required 

to complete the ARDMS Examinations. The following is a requirement by the American Registry of Diagnostic Medical 

Sonography and clinical sites to which the student is assigned for clinical practical experience. 
 

 
“Have you ever been subject to revocation, suspension, or other disciplinary action by a : (1) state licensing board,  (2) Federal 

agency, or (3) national professional association? If you answered "Yes" to any of these questions, you will be required to provide a 

detailed description of the matter including the actual decision of the disciplinary body.” Yes  No 
 

 
“Are you presently charged with or have you ever been convicted of, or pled guiltyof, or nolo contendere to any crime or 

misdemeanor directly related to public health and safety and/or the provision of a medical services such as but not limited to 

diagnostic medical sonography /vascular technology services? If "Yes", you will be required to provide detailed description of the 

matter. Have you ever been arrested and convicted of a crime?” Yes  No 

 
If you answered “Yes”, please explain, as this information would be helpful in order to provide counseling and guidance to the 

applicant:     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DECLARATION #3: Clinical education sites providing the clinical training/practical experience for the DMS program require 

clearance with background checks and drug screenings. If a student fails to comply with requirements, they will be unable to complete 

DMS program requirements leading to program termination.   
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Technical/Health Standards & Physical Requirements 
 

 
The technical standards for admission identify the physical, mental, and emotional capabilities and abilities considered essential for 

students admitted to the Diagnostic Medical Sonography Program in order to achieve the level of competency required for 

completion/graduation and practice. These standards include the minimum tasks performed by graduates of the program as 

recommended by the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography. All students admitted to the DMS Program are expected to be able 

to demonstrate the abilities specified below. 

 
1. Sufficient visual acuity to read sonography prescriptions and patient charts, observe conditions of the patient and evaluate 

sonographic images. 

2. Sufficient auditory perception to receive verbal communication from patients and members of the healthcare team to obtain and 

record an accurate patient history and to assess the health needs of people through the use of monitoring devices such as 

intercom systems, cardiac monitors, respiratory monitors, fire alarms, etc.; 

3. Sufficient gross and fine motor coordination to respond promptly and to implement skills related to the performance of 

sonographic imaging examinations such as positioning and transporting patients and obtaining diagnostic images. Sonographers 

must be able to manipulate sonographic equipment in order to achieve diagnostic images; 

4. Sufficient communication skills (verbal, reading, writing) to interact with individuals and to communicate their needs promptly 

and effectively, as may be necessary in the patient's/client's interest, collaborate with physicians and other members of the 

healthcare team, and provide an oral or written summary of the technical findings to the physician for medical diagnosis; 

5. The ability to communicate effectively and sensitively with patients from different social and cultural backgrounds, as well as 

develop effective paraprofessional rapport with patients and co-workers; 

6. Sufficient intellectual, mental, and emotional function to plan and implement quality patient care, to assimilate , learn, analyze 

large amounts of complex, technical and detailed information, to use independent judgment in recognizing the need to extend 

the scope of the procedure according to the diagnostic findings; 

7. Sufficient academic skills for conceptualization, prolonged concentration, memory, including recall and implementation. 

 
The following are examples of specific technical standards the diagnostic medical sonography student must be able to meet. The 

prospective DMS student must possess sufficient strength, motor coordination manual dexterity to: 

 
1. Stand and walk for up to 75% of work time and reach at or above shoulder level; 

2. Ability to maintain prolonged arm position, neuromuscular control and hand-to-eye coordination necessary for scanning; 

3. Manual dexterity and ability to bend/stretch and have full use of hands, wrists and shoulders; 

4. Must possess sufficient strength, finger dexterity and wrist flexion to perform finite motor skills. 

5. Must possess sufficient eye/hand coordination skills related to performance of sonographic examinations; 

6. Lift 45 lbs. unassisted and to carry up to 25 lbs.; 

7. Have the physical strength sufficient to transport, move, lift, transfer patients from a wheelchair, gurney/stretcher to 

examination table or patient bed, and physically assist patients into proper positions for examination; 

8. Move, adjust and manipulate a variety of sonography equipment on wheels weighing up to 500 lbs. to other areas of the facility 

in order to perform studies according to established standards; 

9. Must be able to use senses (vision, hearing, smell, and touch) to recognize changes in patient's condition and needs; 

10. must have a high degree of coordination of motor skills necessary to respond to emergency situations quickly and appropriately 

and to be able to hear, understand and react quickly to verbal instructions and patient needs, including but not exclusive to 

hearing codes, alarms, and patient’s calls; 

11. Adequately view sonograms, including color distinctions and shades of gray; 

12. Distinguish audible sounds and well as explain the clinical study verbally and/or in writing; 

13. Read and extract information from the medical chart or patient requisitions; 

14. Organize and accurately perform the individual steps in a sonographic procedure in the proper sequence; 

15. Demonstrate effective interpersonal relation skills, including patient instruction; 

16. Work in a semi-darkened room for prolonged periods of time; 

17. Must be able to view the recorded images for the purpose of identifying proper protocol, procedural sequencing, technical 

qualities and identification of pathophysiology and to perform sonographic examinations and procedures according to 

established standards. 
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The student must be able to consistently demonstrate emotional, mental, and physical health sufficient to: 

 
1. Interact compassionately and effectively with the sick or injured; 

2. Must have the ability to maintain composure and emotional stability during periods of high stress; 
3. Meet the demands of the position including handling stressful situations related to technical and procedural 

standards and patient care situations; 

4. Provide physical and emotional support during sonographic procedures, to be able to respond to situations requiring 

basic first aid, nursing, and emergency care of the patient in the absence of, or until physician arrival; 

5. Ability to follow directions effectively and work closely with members of the health care community; 

6. Must be physically capable of carrying out all assigned duties; 

7. Must be able to communicate both verbally and non-verbally in an effective manner with staff, patients and 

physicians in order to explain procedures, give instructions, and obtain information; 

8. Possess the capacity to make independent decisions, adaptable, and resourceful and believe in the highest standards 

of care and uphold values of personal responsibility, honesty, integrity, ethical behavior, trust, and professionalism; 

9. Has the aptitude for science requiring attention to detail, careful observation, and accurate record keeping. 

10. Competent in effective verbal and written communication in spoken and written English; 

11. Capacities to read and hear, understand, and quickly execute complex verbal and written instructions given in English. 
 

 
 

I have read and understand all 35 statements of the Technical and Health Standards of the Diagnostic Medical Sonography 

Program. 

 

 
 

I will be able to satisfactorily perform all these tasks. Yes No 
 
 

If you cannot perform one or more of the technical standards listed above, please explain.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name      

(Print or Type) 
 

 

Signature Date      
 
 
 

 

If you answered, “No” to any of the questions above, you may still submit an application however; be advised that your 

inability to meet one or more of these standards may preclude you from meeting program requirements or finding 

employment in the field.  It is strongly recommended you schedule a meeting with the Program Director to discuss your 

individual situation. 
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2020 DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL SONOGRAPHY PROGRAM 

To be completed by applicant 

 
Name:    

 

 

Please select which 

Sonography Program that you 

are applying for: 

 

 

______ General/Vascular      or        _______ Cardiac 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


